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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements filed 8/30/04, 8/22/05 and 10/05/07 comply with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609. They have been placed in the application file, 
and the information referred to therein has been considered by the examiner as to the merits. 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 25 - 45 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected Invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election 
was made without traverse in the reply filed on 4/3/08. 

Claim Refections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 - 8, 10 - 13, 15 and 19 - 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 4,720,789 to Hector et al. 

In regard to claim 1-8, 10-13, 15 and 19-22, Hector et al. disclose a device including a 
plurality of board panels (Figure 1), each panel comprising a plurality of switches (Col. 2, lines 58 - 
60) connected in parallel (Figure 3) electrically connected to a computing device (Col. 2, lines 60 - 
63), each of the switches being in a first open position in an inactivated state; and a pad (42) 
associated with each of the board panels, the pad overlying the switches whereby when weight is 
applied to the pad, at least on of the switches shifts to a second closed position (Col. 2, lines 55 - 
57). Hector et al. disclose a stimulus exhibitor comprising a monitor (14) operatively attached to the 
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computing device. The board panels include connectors in that they are joined together. The board 
panels include a perimeter frame (vertical wall of 58) enclosing the switches. The frame must 
include an egress to allow for electrical connection of the sensors to the computing device. The 
frame includes a top cover (horizontal wall of 58) and a bottom cover (62). The top cover includes 
a cut-out portion, at least a portion of the pad fits in the cut-out portion (Figure 1). The switches 
return to the first position upon removal of the weight from the pad. Data is sent to the computing 
device when the switch returns to the first position. 

4. Claims 1 - 8, 10 - 12, 16, 17 and 20 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,227,968 to Suzuki et al. 

In regard to claim 1 - 8, 10 - 12, 16, 17 and 20 - 24, Suzuki et al. disclose a device including 
a plurality of board panels (Figure 4), each panel comprising a plurality of switches (23) electrically 
connected to a computing device, each of the switches being in a first open position in an 
inactivated state; and a pad (27) associated with each of the board panels, the pad overlying the 
switches whereby when weight is applied to the pad, at least on of the switches shifts to a second 
closed position (Col. 6, lines 44 - 53). Suzuki et al. disclose a stimulus exhibitor comprising a 
monitor (3) operativclv attached to the computing device. The board panels include connectors in 
that they are joined together. The board panels include a perimeter frame (10b) enclosing the 
switches. Suzuki et al. disclose an upright frame including a base and a handle portion (30). The 
frame must include an egress to allow for electrical connection of the sensors to the computing 
device. The frame includes a shoulder (22a), the pad being adjacent the shoulder in the second 
position (Col. 5, lines 10 - 20). The switches return to the first position upon removal of the weight 
from the pad. Data is sent to the computing device when the switch returns to the first position 
(Col. 6, lines 53 - 61). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent m;t\ not he obtained though rhe invention is not identicilh disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject mutter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
6,227,968 to Suzuki et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,792,661 to Fromme et al. 

In regard to claim 9, Suzuki et al. shows a the board panels being connected (Figure 4), but 
fails to disclose the board panels including cooperative dovetail projections and recesses. Fromme 
et al. teach joining separate portions of a device together by cooperative dovetail projections and 
recesses as being one of a plurality of suitable joining methods (Col. 4, lines 32 - 37). The claim 
would have been obvious because the technique for improving a particular class of devices was part 
of the ordinary capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art, in view of the teaching of the 
technique for improvements in other situations. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to use the joining method as taught by Fromme et al. to join 
the pieces of the board panels disclosed by Suzuki et al. in that Fromme et al. teaches such a method 
as being one of a well known methods for joining materials. 

7. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
6,227,968 to Suzuki et al. in view of 4,720,789 to Hector et al. 

In regard to claim 14, Hector et al. discloses a top and bottom panel, but fails to disclose the 
panels comprising aluminum. However, the selection of a known material based upon its suitability 
for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re Leshin . 227 F.2d 197, 
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125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). One having ordinary skill in the art would have recognized aluminum 
as a suitable material for the top and bottom panels disclosed by Hector et al. because aluminum is 
both lightweight and strong. 

8. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
6,227,968 to Suzuki et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,469,740 to French et al. 

In regard to claim 18, Suzuki et al. disclose a pad but fail to disclose the pad including a non- 
skid surface. French et al. teach the use of a pad including a non-skid surface (Col. 10, lines 4 - 7). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the surface of the pad as disclosed by Suzuki et al. to include a non-skid surface as 
taught by French et al. to help reduce the possibility of injury due to slipping on the pad. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to JONATHAN ML FOREMAN whose telephone number is (571)272-4724. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/J. M. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3736 
/Max Hindenburg/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3736 



